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     The 95th Session of the South Dakota Legislature will convene at approximate-
ly 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, with Governor Noem’s State of the State 
Address. This year’s session is scheduled for 37 legislative days, with the main run 
concluding March 12. March 30 is reserved for considering gubernatorial vetoes. 
     Legislative Research Council’s website can be viewed at: 
http://sdlegislature.gov/. 
     Legislative bills can be viewed at: 
http://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Default.aspx?Session=2020. 
     The legislative calendar can be found on the next page or at: 
http://sdlegislature.gov/docs/legsession/2020/calendar.pdf. 
     There are 105 legisla-
tors—35 in the Senate and 
70 in the House of Repre-
sentatives. 
      
 
 

http://sdlegislature.gov/
http://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Default.aspx?Session=2020
http://sdlegislature.gov/docs/legsession/2020/calendar.pdf
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     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) received an “A” grade in November from a nonpartisan 
organization that evaluates the ability of federal agencies and businesses to communicate clearly with the 
public. 
     In its 2019 Federal Report Card, the Center for Plain Language recognized the excellent “writing quality” 
of VA’s online resources and singled out VA’s suicide prevention resource site as an “exemplary urgent 
help page.” 
     "This recognition vali-
dates our laser focus to 
provide Veterans quality 
customer service,” VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie said. “Generating timely and clear communication about VA’s suicide prevention 
programs, as well as information on other vital benefits for Veterans, is among our highest priorities.” 
     Judges at the Center for Plain Language praised the VA’s suicide prevention resource site for following 
“plain language presentation principles and delivering important information up front and a clear mes-
sage,” adding that “visitors will know within seconds what to do if they need to prevent a suicide.” The sui-
cide prevention page exemplifies Secretary Wilkie’s commitment to prioritizing critical information for vet-
erans by making it clear and accessible. 
     The Social Security Administration (SSA) is the only other federal agency in 2019 to receive an “A” for 
writing quality. 
     The Center for Plain Language also awarded VA a “B” for organizational compliance. The grade was 
based, in part, on a review of VA’s Plain Language web page, which  allows users to understand the VA’s 
efforts to achieve its plain writing goals. The Plain Writing Act of 2010, which requires agencies to com-
municate clearly so the public can understand and use information, calls for every agency to have a plain 
language page.  
     A nonprofit group founded in 2010, the Center for Plain Language evaluates the communication quali-
ties of federal agencies based on two categories: organizational compliance and writing quality. Since 
2012, the center has issued a yearly report card that indicates how well agencies are following the Plain 
Writing Act. The Center for Plain language supported passage of the Plain Writing Act, which mainly evalu-
ates agencies that provide a benefit or service to the public, such as VA, SSA and the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. 
     To learn more about VA’s suicide prevention services and other essential veteran health and wellness 
information, benefits and resources, visit the Veterans Health Administration. 

Va receives high marks 

for communicating with 

the public 
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https://centerforplainlanguage.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/FRC.2019.one-pager-signed.pdf
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/suicide-prevention/
https://centerforplainlanguage.org/reports/federal-report-card/2019-report-card/
https://centerforplainlanguage.org/reports/federal-report-card/2019-report-card/
https://www.va.gov/opa/Plain_Language.asp
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/law/
https://www.va.gov/health/
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Sfvahcs receives ancc 

pathway to excellence 

designation 
     The Sioux Falls VA Health Care System joins a premier group of organizations that have received Path-
way to Excellence® designation from the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC). The achievement 
recognizes organizations that foster a healthy, positive workplace environment that allows nurses and all 
health care members to flourish. 
     The Pathway designation is a global credential that 
highlights the Sioux Falls VA’s commitment to creating 
a healthy network environment where nurses feel 
empowered and valued. The Sioux Falls VA’s nurses 
are an integral part of the healthcare team, with a 
voice in policy and practice. Pathway nurses are en-
gaged, resulting in higher job satisfaction, reduced 
turnover, improved safety, and better patient outcomes. “It is a testament of what can be achieved when 
we work in unison on behalf of the Veterans we’re honored to serve,” said Dr. Timothy Pendergrass, acting 
director, Sioux Falls VA Health Care System.  
     As a Pathway organization, the Sioux Falls VA leads the effort to enhance quality of care, patient and 
nursing safety, and the future of healthcare delivery. 
     “On behalf of our nursing team and the entire SFVAHCS team, we’re honored to have achieved the Path-
way to Excellence designation,” says Barbara Teal, Assoc. Director, Patient Care Services/Nurse Executive. 
“So many of our staff poured their hearts and 
devotion into this effort. This recognition vali-
dates the professionalism and dedication the 
staff exhibit every day and their commitment to 
nursing excellence,” she added. 
     For more information on our Pathway to Ex-
cellence designation, send inquiries to Erin 
Bultje, public affairs officer, at 605-333-6889. 
     For more information on the Pathway to Ex-
cellence recognition program, visit ANCC’s web-
site at https://www.nursingworld.org/pathway. 

https://www.nursingworld.org/pathway
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Va’s patient statement 

portal now available 

online 
     The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) an-
nounced Dec. 18, that vet-
erans now have digital 
access to patient state-
ments through AccessVA 
using their secure infor-
mation for DS Logon, 
ID.me or MyHealtheVet 
Premium.  
     Veterans receiving VA 
care for non-service con-
nected conditions can 
view, download and print 
their patient statements using the Veteran Patient Statement selection on the AccessVA homepage. 
     “The VA is committed to leveraging technology to help veterans access their patient information quickly 
and conveniently,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “We believe these advancements will help veterans 
manage their healthcare in more efficient ways.” 
     Patient statements are available on AccessVA for up to six months and include a summary of services 
veterans receive at any VA medical facility. The VA will continue to mail veterans paper statements. 
 

https://access.va.gov/accessva/
https://access.va.gov/accessva/?cspSelectFor=vbs
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     The South Dakota Vietnam and Era Veterans Reunion will be held March 27-29, 2020, at the Dakota 
Sioux Casino and Convention Center near Watertown.  
     The reunion provides veterans an opportunity to meet new friends, reconnect with old friends, and be 
updated on issues such as veterans benefits, Agent Orange, PTSD, VA accessibility, veterans housing, etc.      
     Pre-registration is required—for more information, contact 605-881-6142 or 605-393-0444. This event 
is open to all Vietnam and Era Veterans. 

Sd Vietnam and era 

veterans reunion 
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     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will begin deciding claims for the  Blue Water Navy Vi-
etnam Veterans Act of 2019 at 12:01 a.m., Philippine Standard Time, Jan. 1, 2020. The Philippines is the 
farthest east VA regional benefits office. 
     The Act extends the presumption of herbicide exposure, that include toxins such as Agent Orange, to 
veterans who served in the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam War. 
     Signed into law Jun. 25, the law specifically affects Blue Water Navy (BWN) Veterans who served no 
more than 12 nautical miles offshore of the Republic of Vietnam between Jan. 6, 1962 and May 7, 1975, 
as well as veterans who served in the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between Jan. 1, 1967 and Aug. 31, 
1971. These veterans can now apply for disability compensation and other benefits if they have since de-
veloped one of 14 conditions that are presumed to be related to exposure to herbicides. Veterans do not 
need to prove that they were exposed to herbicides. The specific conditions can be found by searching 
the term “Agent Orange” on www.va.gov. 
     “For six months, the VA worked diligently to gather and digitize records from the National Archives and 
Records Administration to support faster claims decisions,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “These 
efforts will positively impact the claims process for veterans filing for these benefits.” 
     To be eligible a veteran must have served in the identified locations during the specified time period 
and currently have a condition(s) associated with herbicide exposures, such as Agent Orange. Blue Water 
Navy claims are being processed under current prioritization criteria; however, special priority is being 
given to veterans who are over the age of 85 or have a terminal condition. Qualifying recipients include 
affected veterans who are still living and certain survivors of deceased BWN and Korean DMZ Veterans. 
     Survivors can file claims for benefits based on the veteran’s service if the veteran died from at least 
one of the 14 presumptive conditions associated with herbicides such as Agent Orange. The law also pro-
vides benefits for children born with spina bifida if their parent is or was a veteran with certain verified 
service in Thailand during a specific period. 
     The Act includes provisions impacting the VA Home Loan Program. Veterans have more access to ob-
tain no-down payment home loans, regardless of loan amount, and the home loan funding fee is reduced 
for eligible Reservists and National Guard borrowers who use their home loan benefits for the first time. 
The VA’s website describes the eligibility of certain Purple Heart recipients who do not have to pay a 
funding fee as well as other benefits. 
     BWN Veterans who previously filed a claim seeking service connection for one of the 14 presumptive 
conditions that was denied by the VA may provide or identify any new and relevant information regarding 
their claim when reapplying.  
     As a result of the new law, the VA will automatically review claims that are currently in the VA review 
process or under appeal. Visit Blue Water Navy Veterans benefits for more information. 

Blue water navy Vietnam 

veterans act claims now 

being determined 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/299/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/299/text
http://www.va.gov/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/38/3.309
https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/blue-water-navy.asp
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Jan 14—State of the State Address 
Jan 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Reception 
Jan 17—BHSU Military Appreciation Night  - BHSU Young Center—Spearfish—5:30 pm (MT) 
Jan 18—Military Family Carnival and Resource Fair—Central Church (2628 W. Ralph Rogers Rd)—Sioux  
                Falls—11:00 am—5:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 20—State Offices Closed 
Jan 27—VFW State Legislative Mixer—Moose Lodge—Fort Pierre—6:00—8:30 pm (CT) 
Feb 10—State American Legion Legislative Reception—AL Post 8—Pierre—5:30—8:00 pm (CT) 
Feb 21-23—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center—    
                     Oacoma 
Mar 6—Drop-In Legal Service for Veterans—DAV Sioux Falls Chapter—1519 W. 51st Street—9:00 am— 
               3:00 pm (CT) 
Mar 25—SD Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Mar 27-29—SD Vietnam and Era Veterans Reunion—Dakota Sioux Casino—Watertown 
May 15-17—DAV State Convention—Brookings 
May 30—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 7 
June 3-7—VFW State Convention—Aberdeen 
Jun 18-21—American legion State Convention—Huron 
Aug 24-27—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—Ramkota Conference Center—Pierre 
Sep 3—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Sep 3-7—SD State Fair 
Sep 10—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 8 (Tentative) 
Oct 11—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 9 (Tentative) 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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http://mva.sd.gov/
mailto:audry.ricketts@state.sd.us

